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INTRODUCTION

Developmental Neurobiology Academy (DNA) is a widening participation (WP) programme for Year 12 (aged 
16-17) students hosted by the Medical Research Council Centre for Neurodevelopmental Disorders (MRC 
CNDD) and the Centre for Developmental Neurobiology (CDN) at King’s College London, within the Institute of 
Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience .

DNA is a week-long Summer School at Guy’s Campus followed by an optional year-long DNA Champions 
programme. This report outlines the DNA programme and summarises the activities, experiences and impact 
on participants.

Our overarching objective is founded in connecting with the needs and aspirations of WP students and our 
mission is to create a safe, inclusive and inspiring interdisciplinary environment for WP students to learn & 
grow. We are committed to providing practical solutions to address inequity in higher education, and the 
DNA programme aims to support students from underrepresented groups as they transition from 
secondary school education into the university setting.

The DNA programme is fully interactive, combining practical research experience in neuroscience 
laboratories, neuroanatomy demonstrations, exploration of university research and teaching facilities, as well 
as creative skill-based workshops. Students also devise and deliver a group project on a broad neurotopic, 
with guidance from a range of multi-career-level tutors. Importantly, students explore the creativity of science 
through artist-led workshops, and science communication sessions. The programme emphasizes 
interdisciplinary approaches, exploring scientific imagination and the unspoken virtues of good scientific 
practice, such as care, collaboration and communication, that can often be relegated in the content-heavy 
learning associated with A levels.

ABOUT DEV NEURO ACADEMY

M

DNA culminates in a celebration of student achievements, 
where individual and groups prizes are awarded for 
outstanding performance. A key part of the programme is 
the creation of a sustainable, positive supportive peer 
group through which Summer School students are invited to 
transition to the DNA Champions programme.  

This provides the Y13 students with additional opportunities 
to connect with each other and King's staff and engage in 
further learning and skills-based activities, including 
additional research lab experience sessions. Support is also 
provided for UCAS applications as they apply to University 
and complete their A-levels and Champions are invited to 
be part of and help facilitate the following year of Summer 
School.  

In this way, DNA creates a sense of care, pride & belonging 
to this special community and Alumni stay in touch way 
beyond the programme and through into their onward 
journeys.

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report
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PURPOSE

DEV NEURO ACADEMY OBJECTIVES

”

Dr Leigh Wilson – DNA Program Lead

• To create a community of supportive peers and a sense of belonging to the DNA network

• To increase awareness & inspire interest in Neuroscience research

• To introduce the field of science communication

• To give a taste of university life & support university applications

• To invite exploration of creativity & interdisciplinarity within science

• To raise awareness of issues surrounding Culture, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion within science

• To broaden and raise aspirations and increase confidence in the higher education setting

Dev Neuro Academy is a big community that 
continues to grow… to open the world of research 
and higher education, and to make it accessible 
for everyone.

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report



Positively selecting students from WP 

backgrounds means that the majority 

of students are from underrepresented 

and minoritised groups in science.

WIDENING PARTICIPATION

UCAS TAG
Students who successfully complete the DNA Summer 

School are eligible to use a UCAS Tag which enables 

additional or contextual consideration when applying 

for degree courses at King’s College London.   

Contextual consideration by admissions tutors takes 

into consideration student engagement and 

completion of the DNA programme and can result in 

lower grade offers as well as priority consideration for 

competitive courses.  This creates a real impact for WP 

students applying to King’s.  Read more about 

contextual offers at King’s here.

HIGHER EDUCATION 
ATTAINMENT TRACKING

The onward journeys of DNA 

Summer School participants are 

followed using the Heat Education 

Attainment Tracker (HEAT).  HEAT 

allows us to monitor and evaluate 

data collected from students to 

assess their outcomes following 

participation in the DNA 

programme.  You can read more 

about HEAT here.
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APPLICATION PROCESS

Students are invited to 

apply in the Spring term 

and are selected based on 

WP eligibility indicators as 

well as their passion for 

science.

As a WP programme, the team at DNA works closely in 

partnership with the King’s Social Mobility and 

Widening Participation Team as a member of the 

King’s WP Champion Initiative to target under-

represented and disadvantaged students from the 

London area.  In recognition that some students will 

have to overcome more challenges to achieve their 

educational aspirations, DNA students are selected on 

the following WP indicators:

• Schooling (non-selective state schools only & WP 

target schools)

• Postcode (indicator to identify applications from 

London areas of deprivation and low progress onto 

higher education)

• Ethnicity (Black students, Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, 

Latinx)

• Family experience (free school meals, pupil 

premium, first-generation to higher education)

• Priority groups (care-experienced, forced migrant, 

estranged, young carer)

Our primary goal is to empower students from under-

represented and minoritised groups to reach higher 

education and engage with confidence upon arrival.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-to-apply/contextualised-admissions
https://heat.ac.uk/how-it-works/


Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

SCHOOL PARTNERS
Partner schools are identified primarily based on King’s WP target schools list. Individual teacher 

connections are then developed to facilitate the application process. 

18%

82%

MALE

FE

MALE

50%
FREE SCHOOL 

MEALS

Y12 STUDENTS 

55 22
SCHOOLS

13
BOROUGHS

Summary of the demographic data of the 55 participants in DNA 2024
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

NONE 
ATTENEDED 
UNIVERSITY

ONE 
ATTENEDED 
UNIVERSITY 

MORE 
THAN ONE 
ATTENEDED 
UNIVERSITY

PARENTS' LEVEL OF 
EDUCATION

White
3.1%

Asian or Asian British- Indian 
15.6%

Asian or Asian British- 
Pakistani 

6.3%

Black or Black British- African 
25%

Arab 
10.9%

Latin American
3.1%

Mixed- White and 
Asian
10.9%

Mixed- White and 
Black Caribbean

1.6%

Other Asian Background 
9.4%

Other Black Background 
3.1%



THE PROGRAMME I

TUESDAY

Upon arrival, DNA 2024 students were 
greeted by our team of organisers, 
interns, returning students, and 
collaborators.

After a few opening words from DNA 
Lead Dr. Leigh Wilson, Professor 
Robert Hindges (Managing Director of 
the CDN) launched the week with a 
special King’s welcome.

▪ Students visited the labs of researchers 
at the CDN and MRC CNDD. There, they 
shadowed researchers, engaged in 
experiments and spoke about key 
neuroscience questions

▪ Dr. Katie Long and Dr. Laura Pellegrini led 
the morning sessions on ‘How to Build a 
Brain,’ while Professor Richard Wingate 
guided students through the ‘Journey of 
a Neuron’ in the afternoon

MONDAY

▪ Dr Leigh Wilson and the team broke the ice with fun 
activities including drawing self-portraits.

▪ Professor Richard Wingate introduced the field of 
Neuroscience

▪ Les Bicknell , our artist in residence conveyed the 
value of creative and thoughtful science 
communication

The DNA programme offers students a comprehensive opportunity to explore neuroscience 
within the university setting, while also illuminating further aspects of the field through 
12 highly interactive workshops, spanning guest talks on science communication to lab 
experiences with researchers.

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation ReportDevelopmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report
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https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/leigh-wilson
https://www.hindgeslab.org/team
https://www.hindgeslab.org/team
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/katie-long
https://pellegriniresearch.co.uk/people
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/richard-wingate
https://lesbicknell.wixsite.com/work
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THE PROGRAMME II

WEDNESDAY

▪ Professor Richard Wingate and 
colleagues led an interactive human 
brain anatomy demonstration, after 
which students visited the Guy’s Campus 
Dissecting Room

▪ At Greenwood Lecture Theatre, Professor 
David Chambers shared his journey in 
academia and delivered a lecture on 
drug discovery

THURSDAY

▪ Artist-mathematician Mel Frances 
explored care in science research 
through the creation of interactive 
games

▪ A workshop about equity, diversity and 
inclusion in academia featured Dr. 
Cindy Pham and Dr. Afra 
Aabdien alongside the undergraduate 
intern team

▪ After a week of working on their 
science communication projects, 
student groups presented their work 
before peers and tutors for NeuroFest

▪ Individual and group prizes were 
awarded for standout presentations, 
after which students were invited to a 
picnic reception & celebration

FRIDAY

7

DNA Alumni

DNA Interns

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/lsm/anatomy/anatomy-facilities
https://profiles.ucl.ac.uk/94155-david-chambers
https://profiles.ucl.ac.uk/94155-david-chambers
https://www.melaniefrances.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cindy-Pham-5
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cindy-Pham-5
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Afra-Aabdien
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Afra-Aabdien


In collaboration with artist Hiba Noor, a visual representation of DNA Week was 
created.
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CREATIVE COLLABORATION

NEUROFEST
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After Party

Prize GivingTable Touring

https://hibanoor23.wixsite.com/gixntjelly?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAaaVogD7QoS-Sily-yDNItmBgsnzLLarICjd9oZVESXv3IIBiiRgqeqMWg4_aem_6V1jHcnAiAbMUF0PFI2wmA


CREATIVE COLLABORATION: ARTIST MEL FRANCES
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The "Science as an Act of Care" workshop, facilitated by artist and game designer, Mel Frances, was 
designed for students to explore the relationship between science and care through a gamification 

approach. Over the course of the workshop, participants were encouraged to reflect on how care plays a 
role in scientific practices and their own experiences with science. The interactive session involved 

designing and playing games, allowing students to creatively engage with concepts like collaboration, 
ethical care, and the responsibilities of scientists.

ROLE OF CREATIVITY IN SCIENCE

91% of students understood the role of creativity 
in science, reflecting an 11% INCREASE compared 
to their responses prior to the session.

HOSPITAL RUSH GAME

STUDENT UNDERSTANDING OF 

'CARE IN SCIENCE'

• Treating subjects ethically in research
• Working well together as a team
• Handling specimens carefully
• Paying attention to details in experiments
• Sharing information clearly and 
responsibly.
• Thinking about how research affects 
society
• Protecting the environment in studies
•Making a difference in people's lives

"So, our game was sort of like a Monopoly style 
game where we had a dice, it can be played 
between 2-5 characters and the aim of the game is 
to get to A&E, so the starting point is a house.

The game was called Hospital Rush, and it reflects 
upon how the NHS is centred, especially with how 
hard it is to get help and the time it takes to get 
there. And each of the little characters- we made 
out of plasticine, they were all very fragile on 
purpose and it reflected on if you move too quickly, 
then they start falling apart and it shows that you 
need to move quickly but not too hastily in a 
way. "  - Murodollo

82%   91%

PRE-SURVEY POST-SURVEY

How do you understand the role of creativity in Science?

SCIENCE AS AN 

ACT OF CARE
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SCIENCE AS AN 

ACT OF CARE
STUDENT REFLECTIONS ON WORKSHOP AND UNDERSTANDING OF CARE
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"I thought the games were a very good touch, especially in terms of connecting to 
age groups such as ours, where just mentioning science as an act of care and doing 
something like a lecture might not have been as engaging or appealing to 
someone like me. I think working in the team, creating a game that was fun and 
that had a time limit was a lot better." - Murodollo

"It was quite different to everything that we've done so far. In times, 
because it's quite creative, I wasn't really expecting it to be in the 
summer thing. But, I mean, normally I don't really mix art and science,  
well because personally I quite like art and science, so having this as an 
opportunity to mix the two was quite interesting." - Alysha

"It's okay. I mean, you get to work with others, develop your cooperation 
skills, communication, perseverance, creativity, for sure. But I would much 
rather prefer...learning more about neuroscience and doing labs work 
instead of this. Because I think this is a little bit too creative and that's not 
my strongest suits ... but maybe that's why I should do this." - Vasili

"I think I had already an idea of what it meant to care in science, but I 
think engaging in our game has deepened my understanding. For e.g. our 
game was inspired by a TikTok that we saw a few months ago and it was 
like a friendship group that must bake a cake, but one of them is 
blindfolded, the other one is mute, the other one is deaf. So that's kind of 
what is like the basis of our game. And it means that in science and 
healthcare, you need to communicate and work in a team." - Ainara

10

Student reflections emphasized the workshop's success in fostering creativity, teamwork, and a deeper 
understanding of the link between science and care. Participants valued the unique blend of game 
design and scientific exploration, which reshaped their views on collaboration and empathy in science.

GAME-BASED LEARNING

CREATIVITY

TEAMWORK

COMMUNICATION
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EDI SESSION I

FEEDBACK

EDI SESSION - DNA 2023

The Equality, Diversity, Inclusion (EDI) session 
hosted during DNA 2023 was delivered in the form 
of a panel discussion.

Feedback from the evaluation form indicated that students 
found this session unengaging and confusing as they had no 
prior knowledge of EDI.

Based on this feedback, we redesigned the EDI session, with the aim of:

1. Improving student understanding of EDI

2. Encouraging student engagement and interaction during the session

THE PROCESS

12

The undergraduate interns meet and agree that based on the feedback, 
the session should include:
• A quiz on EDI statistics in higher education
• A poster on the topic of EDI

The DNA team meet with Dr. Afra Aabdien and Dr. Cindy Pham, 
guest speakers for the session. Together, they create a collection 
of words/phrases relating to EDI.

The team divide their battery of words/phrases into 
11 distinct topics related to EDI. They also finalised 
the plan and structure for the session.
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Students listed the EDI session as one of 
their favourites of the week

“It was really helpful you 
guys brought in Cindy for 
the EDI session yesterday 
because my experience is 
just like hers…

I was actually quite surprised at the fact 
that there was so little, like, Black 
professors who get funding from the 
government] to do their research.”

I was really nervous that I wouldn't be able to 
go through this journey alone because I 
wouldn't get any resources besides, like, 
teachers and stuff. But then I saw how well 
she did now so I definitely feel more 
reassured.”

“I didn’t know 
what EDI stood 
for, but as we 

were getting into 
the session, I 
started to link 
the topics 

13

Students complete 
EDI statistics in 

Higher Education 
quiz

FINAL PLAN FOR EDI SESSION 2024

Students give their 
definitions for the words 
equality, diversity, and 

inclusion

Students create and 
present posters 

inspired by one of 
the 11 EDI topics

Talks from Dr. Afra 
and Dr. Cindy

1 2 3 4

MEETING OUR AIMS:
• These tasks allowed us to test student 

understanding of EDI

• By incorporating a quiz and a creative task, 
we made the session more engaging and 
interactive for the students

• To encourage discussion between the 
students, we asked them to complete these 
tasks in small groups

EDI SESSION II

FEEDBACK

BELLA OMAR

5
IN1



Analytical data comparing Pre-DNA 2024 Summer School* to Post-DNA 2024 
Summer School** from DNA's social media accounts (Instagram, TikTok, and X):

6 
Threads shared on X after DNA week.

26 

13
Posts shared on 
Instagram, including one 
collaboration post with

Dr Cindy Pham 
(@thescholardiaries)

Stories shared

*Prior to 28/05/2024
**As of 19/08/2024

1k+ views
110 likes

DNA ONLINE I - ANALYTICS

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

Follower Count:
129* 171** 

+32.6%

Follower Count:
66* 78** 

+18.2%

Follower Count:
195* 203** 

+2.6%

CONTENT

1.2k+ views
41 likes

5 

8 
Video and photo carousels 
shared on TikTok in preparation 
for DNA 2024

Posts shared on TikTok during 
summer school week.

Avg. like count – 58

14

In June 2024, we launched the 
Dev Neuro Academy 

Community group on LinkedIn 
as a platform for the DNA 

team, participants, 
Champions, and Alumni to 

connect, share resources, and 
collaborate. The group now 

has 37** members.



After the launch of our social media pages 
during DNA 2023, we aimed to make our 
content more accessible by creating an 
educational series on Instagram called 
Neuro 101. 

For DNA 2024, we developed a special 
edition of Neuro 101, where we took a 
deeper dive into the more scientific 
workshops of the week, sharing the 
content on Instagram. 

15

DRUG DISCOVERY

HUMAN BRAIN ANATOMY

HOW TO BUILD A BRAIN

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

DNA ONLINE II

NEURO 101

This series offers our followers the chance 
to learn the fundamentals of neuroscience 
through creative infographics, making 
complex topics easier to understand.



Before the start of DNA 2024, we surveyed students to assess their general familiarity with 
neuroscience and comfort level within the university setting. Upon completion of the week, we asked 
students to reflect on the week by filling out another survey, which allowed us to understand the effect 

of their participation and experience in DNA alongside their confidence and perceptions of higher 
education and neuroscience research.

FAVOURITE DNA SESSIONS

WOULD YOU APPLY TO KING’S?

Figure 5. Post-DNA survey – Q13. Would you consider 

applying to King's College London to study?

NEW FRIENDS?

Figure 6. Post-DNA survey – Q20. Have you made new 

friends during Dev Neuro Academy?

HUMAN BRAIN ANATOMY

LAB EXPERIENCE

DISSECTING 

ROOM

94%

FUTURE CAREER ASPIRATIONS

Students expressed a 
strong interest in these 
career paths, with 
medicine being an 
overwhelming majority of 
their responses (43.6%) 
followed by pharmacy 
(12.7%) and an equal 
spread of responses 
between neuroscience, 
psychology and dentistry 
(9.1%)

Students were asked to vote for their favourite DNA 

session of the week, and as always, their best 

experiences were the following three sessions. 

94%

3
16

SAID YESSAID YES

YES

MAYBE

NO

85%

13%

2%

85%

13%

2%

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

SURVEY DATA I



Post-programme survey: Free text responses 
were used to analyse the response themes of 
participants from the week.  The most frequent  
and pervasive themes were: 
• science
• connecting
• collaboration
• interdisciplinarity

[About the Journey of a Neuron 
Workshop] I found it really 

interesting. We were looking at 
different neuron scans, like of 

brain activities based on 
different variables.

- Rihanna

SCIENCE FRIENDSHIPSCIENCE CONNECTING

DNA 2024 students found the week’s science 
content extremely engaging, as demonstrated by 
their favourite sessions of the week. They also 
thrived in the collaborative, group-focused 
environment that we foster at Dev Neuro 
Academy. Lastly, students described DNA as a 
creative experience when they reflected on the 
extraordinary opportunity to learn about 
neuroscience in an academic setting.

[About their favourite session] 
Easy – it’s the brain. You know, 

seeing and holding the brain, and 
learning about the different 

chambers of the brain and seeing it 
close up, I’d say.

- Samuel

I loved just meeting everyone 
and interacting with all the hosts 

and my peers as well.
- Murodullo

I loved the group project stuff, 
the dissection especially and the 

people – the Champions, the 
alumni, the interns, everyone.

- Valter

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

SURVEY DATA II
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DNA CHAMPION?

72%
YESYES

Figure 8. Post-DNA survey – Q26. Would you like to sign up 

to be a Dev Neuro Academy Champion in Y13?

WOULD YOU RECOMMEND DNA?

98%98%
SAID YESSAID YES

Figure 7. Post-DNA survey – Q24. Would you recommend 

Dev Neuro Academy?

 I found that there's art in science, there's 
care in science, there's communication in 
science. So, it's been really interesting to 

see the different elements of science
- Daniela

I feel like it's made me realise that 
there's many branches to science. Like 
you know, science can be pretty much 

anything - it can be creative

- Omar

COLLABORATION INTERDISCIPLINARITY

We've like built a team, we've worked 
together, and like, we've got to know 

each other more over the course of the 
week.

- Candace

We all have different mindset and 
different ideas together. I love how 

everyone's mind is way different than 
mine and we all combine ideas. It's like 
an explosion of ideas and I love that.

- Luz

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

SURVEY DATA III
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67%
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SURVEY DATA IV
One section of the survey focused on assessing students’ perceptions of their preparedness for 
university, their understanding of what university life entails, and their sense of belonging in a 
university environment.

Figure 9. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I am feeling confident  about the University application process.

Figure 11. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – University is for people like me.

Figure 13. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I know what studying at university would be like. 

Figure 12. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I know how studying at university is different from studying in school or at college. 

CONFIDENCE IN APPLICATION

UNIVERSITY IS FOR ME

KNOWING HOW UNIVERSITY DIFFERS FROM SCHOOL

UNDERSTANDING UNIVERSITY LIFE

49%
67%

49%
AGREE/STRONGLY 

AGREE

AGREE/STRONGLY 

AGREE

Figure 10. Poster created by DNA students 

during the EDI session

85%

66%
PRE- DNA

POST-DNA

AGREE/STRONGLY 

AGREE

AGREE/STRONGLY 

AGREE

66%

85%

44%   68%

PRE-SURVEY POST-SURVEY

77% 91%
Where % shows agreement

19
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SURVEY DATA V
We also looked at how students have grown in a few important areas based on their experiences. 
These include how confident they feel interacting with King’s staff and scientists , as well as with 
other students in the Dev Neuro Academy. We also assessed their understanding of how creativity can 
shape science and how confident they feel in the laboratory environment . Additionally, we explored 
their knowledge of neuroscience research and their overall understanding of the field.

38% → 89%

74% → 96%

59% → 74%

Figure 14. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I have a good 
knowledge regarding the field of neuroscience

Figure 15. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I have a good 
knowledge regarding the field of neuroscience research 

Figure 16. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I understand the 

laboratory environment

Figure 17. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I feel confident in 
the laboratory environment 

Figure 18. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I have a good understanding of how creative thinking can play a role in science 

Figure 19. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I have felt confident 
interacting with the other students in Dev Neuro Academy  

Figure 20. Pre vs Post-DNA survey results – I have felt confident 
about interacting with Kings staff and scientists during Dev Neuro Academy 

NEUROSCIENCE KNOWLEDGE

33% → 89%38% 89%

NEUROSCIENCE RESEARCH KNOWLEDGE

33% 89%

LABORATORY ENVIRONMENT

CONFIDENCE IN LABORATORY

CREATIVE THINKING IN SCIENCE

CONFIDENCE IN PEER INTERACTION

CONFIDENCE INTERACTING WITH 

KING’S STAFF & SCIENTISTS

75%75% 98%98%

66% → 89%89%66%

82%PRE- DNA

POST- DNA

AGREE/STRONGLY 

AGREE

AGREE/STRONGLY 

AGREE

94%94%

82%

20

+ 15%

+ 22%



The tutor-student relationship is vital during the DNA week.  It provides an opportunity to get to 
know students and to give space for discussions in a light mentor capacity.  The tutor cohort is 
made up of all career levels from undergraduates through to group leader researchers, as well as 
DNA Alumni.  Each tutor was assigned to one project group, helping them by giving advice and 
suggestions for how they could design, deliver and present their science communication projects 
on a ‘neurotopic’. At the end of the week, tutors also took part in NeuroFest, where each group 
presented their project and Pecha Kucha (3-minute presentation). 

Marina 
(Lecturer)

Amelia 
(PhD Student)

Guilherme 
(Post-Doc)

21

Pip 
(Senior Lecturer)

Vincenzo 
(Post-Doc)

Ellen 
(PhD Student)

Afra
 (Post-Doc)

Jessica 
(Research Assistant)

Alexi 
(PhD Student)

Emily 
(PhD Student)

Emily 
(PhD Student)

Rachel 
(Post-Doc)

Safa 
(DNA Alumni 2022)

Rafe 
(DNA Alumni 2021)

Asmaa 

(Undergrad Intern)

Cate 

(Undergrad Intern)
Fola 

(Undergrad Intern)
Shivanni 

(Undergrad Intern)

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report

TUTORS

Mannha

(DNA Champion 2023)

Sanulie

(DNA Champion 2023)



ONWARD STEPS I
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PEER SUPPORT

An important and intentional part of  of the DNA programme is the development of 
a peer SUPPORT network between students.  Students make their own connections 
and we help along the way with a class contact list for participants and contributors.  
This helps establish a support network for the Y13 students as they progress 
through University applications and the exam period.

54/57 (95%) of the summer school participants elected to become DNA Champions for their 
Year 13.  We retain contact with the students and engage them in several online and in 
person activities to build confidence, skills, aspirations and connections through Y13, as well 
as support through UCAS application time.

DNA Guide Padlet provides a permanent reference and houses all the resources, experiences 
(in the form of a gallery) and useful links associated with the DNA summer school week.

DNA CHAMPIONS 

PADLET

Developmental Neurobiology Academy 2024: Evaluation Report
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FOLLOW US

ONWARD STEPS II

@Dev_Neuro_Academy

@DevNeuroAcademy

23

@Dev_Neuro_Academy

COMING SOON

• DNA Champions programme evaluation report in 2024

• DNA Alumni programme:  the first iteration happening in 2023/24

• Short film documenting DNA journey and impact called Dev Neuro Academy: 
Pathways to Discovery. Working in collaboration with writer & director Asma 
Bashir
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King’s College London

MRC Centre for 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders Centre for Developmental 

Neurobiology

Scientific Illustrator
Hiba Noor @gixntjelly

Game designer & 
mathematician 

 Mel Frances

Artist & Designer
Les Bicknell

Imperial College London 
Science Communication Unit

The Scholar Diaries, 

Cindy Pham

@thescholardiaries

Faculty of Life Sciences & Medicine, 
King’s College London

Brunel University London
Science Communication Unit

Widening Participation 
Champions

Social Mobility King’s 

College London

Science Gallery London
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